T he endoscope-assisted approach, which is now being used for many surgical procedures, often provides a better operative view than that provided with conventional approaches. We encountered a cardiac myxoma located on the superior wall of the left atrium. The endoscope-assisted superior septal approach provided an excellent operative view and provided for a safe tumor resection.
examination showed a completely resected 28 × 25 × 17-mm mass compatible with cardiac myxoma. The patient was given pilsicainide hydrochloride (Sunrythm) to control paroxysmal atrial fibrillation. He was discharged with no complications. can provide an excellent operative view, especially in a small operative field. The superior septal approach for mitral valve surgery can also provide a wide operative field, contributing to safety and surgeon confidence. In our use of the superior approach for mitral valve surgery, we have encountered no intractable arrhythmias. 3 Our patient's small atrium and tumor site prevented us from observing the tumor stalk by means of the conventional transseptal view. With endoscopic examination, the anatomy of the tumor was clarified, and subsequent operative procedures were easily performed. Our thoracoscope was not flexible because it was designed for use in thoracic surgery. Use of a flexible endoscope in intracardiac procedures would be even more desirable in cases such as ours. With further innovation in endoscopic instruments, complex surgical procedures requiring subtle maneuvers will be possible with endoscopic assistance. Our case exemplifies the increasing usefulness of endoscopeassisted cardiac surgery. 
